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BOROUGH  OF  KING’S  LYNN. 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority : — 

(a)  (Medical).  All  Medical  Officers  are  part  time.  Some  are 
employed  by  the  Norfolk  County  Council  and  hold  Clinics, 
etc.,  in  King’s  Lynn. 

Medical  Officer  to  the  Health  and  Port  Health  Authority ; 
Superintendent  of  Infectious  Disease  and  Smallpox  Hospitals 
and  School  Medical  Officer  : — 

JAMES  W.  McINTOSH,  b.sc.,  (Public  Health),  m.b., 

F.R.C.S.E. 

Tuberculosis  Officer  (Norfolk  County  Council)  : — 

D.  MORRISON  SMITH,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  d.p.h. 

Orthopaedic  Surgeon  (Norfolk  County  Council)  : — 

J.  K.  McKEE,  f.r.c.s. 

Venereal  Disease  (Norfolk  County  Council)  : — 

JAMES  W.  McINTOSH,  b.sc.,  (Public  Health),  m.b., 

F.R.C.S.E. 

Consultant  Medical  Officer  under  Midwives  Act : — 

Vacant, 

Ophthalmic  Surgeon  : — 

S.  T.  PARKER,  m.b . , ch.b.,  l.r.c.p.,  f.r.c.s. eng. 

Poor  Law  Medical  Officer  and  Public  Vaccinator  : — 

M.  CHADWICK,  b.a.,  m.r.c.s. , l.r.c.p. 

(b)  Veterinary  Surgeon  : — 

H.  C.  SWANN,  m.r.c.v.s. 

Public  Analyst: — S.  GREENBURGH,  f.i.c.,  f.c.s. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  to  the  Health  and  Port  Health 
Authority  : — 

H.  G.  COBBOLD,  m.s.i.a. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  to  the  Health  and  Port  Health 
Authority  : — 

H.  F.  ROBINSON,  m.s.i.a.,  A. r. san. i.  (On  Active  Service), 
Vaccination  Officer G.  H.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

Health  Visitors  : — 

Miss  VINCENT,  s.r.n.,  r.sj.,  s.c.m, 

Mrs.  PETTS. 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members 


OF  THE 


Health  and  Port  Health  Committee 


of  King’s 


Public  Health  Department , 
3,  King  Street , 

King’s  Lynn , 


May , 1946 . 


Madam  and  Gentlemen, 


I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 


The  general  health  of  the  Borough  has  been  good.  There  has 
been  no  serious  outbreak  of  Infectious  Disease.  Alarmist  para- 
graphs have,  appeared  in  the  daily  papers,  but,  so  long  as  the 
present  Public  Health  Services  do  not  break  down,  it  is  difficult 
to  see  how  cholera,  plague,  smallpox,  typhus  or  typhoid  fever,  to 
cite  only  a few  of  the  possible  diseases,  could  break  out  and  cause 
a serious . epidemic.  Influenza  is  the  disease  about  which  I feel 
most  anxious. 

There  are  six  school  canteens,  where  1189  children  take  their 
midday  meal,  of  which  number  125  are  free. 

Stanley  House  Sick  Bay  was  closed  in  June.  A skin  clinic 
was  opened  in  October  to  carry  on  the  treatment  previously 
obtained  at  Stanley  House.  Good  work  was  done  at  this  clinic, 
and  scabies  and  allied  complaints  have  been  reduced. 

Maternal  Mortality. 

500  births  and  6 still  births  have  been  notified  to  me.  There 
were  no  maternal  deaths.  In  the  last  eight  years  there  have  been 
3564  confinements  and  only  one  maternal  death.  This  is  a 
remarkable  achievement. 

Infantile  Mortality. 

There  were  25  deaths  of  children  under  one  year,  and  of  these 
13  were  children  one  month  of  age  or  less,  and  12  of  children 
over  one  month  and  under  one  year, 
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Causes  of  death  in  those  under  one  month  : — 

7 premature. 

2 malformation. 

1 marasmus. 

1 congenital  debility. 

1 icterus. 

1 melaena. 

Amongst  the  7 children  described  as  “premature/'  there  were 
two  pairs  of  twins.  As  regards  the  remaining  12  who  died  between 
one  month  and  one  year,  4 died  of  pneumonia,  1 marasmus,  2 
gastro-enteritis,  2 meningitis,  1 convulsions,  1 pulmonary  oedema, 
and  1 toxaemia.  There  is  still  room  for  reduction  in  the  infantile 
mortality  rate,  as,  under  ideal  conditions,  one  should  not  have 
deaths  from  pneumonia  or  gastro-enteritis.  It  is  possible  that 
some  of  those  classified  as  premature  might  have  been  saved  by 
greater  care  of  the  mothers  before  confinement. 

General  Standard  of  Cleanliness. 

The  majority  of  cases  of  head  lice  are  found  amongst  the 
school  children,  and  are  dealt  with  by  the  Education  Authority 
under  the  new  Act.  The  School  Medical  Officer  will  no  doubt 
deal  with  the  school  children.  As  Assistant  Medical  Officer  I can 
only  say  that  the  school  nurses  pay  great  attention  to  the  heads  of 
school  children  and  the  number  of  infected  children  is  not  increas- 
ing. The  Health  Visitors  watch  the  children  under  5 years  of  age 
very  carefully,  but  there  are  few  children  affected.  There  are 
certain  families  which  have  to  be  kept  constantly  under  super- 
vision. The  Health  Visitors  report  that  they  find  the  mothers 
generally  co-operate.  There  are  a few  cases  of  ringworm  amongst 
the  children  under  5,  and  a considerable  number  in  the  school 
children.  These  cases  are  all  under  treatment. 

Illegitimate  Children. 

Co-operation  with  the  Moral  Welfare  Officer  is  satisfactory. 
20  illegitimate  children  were  born  during  the  year,  and  in  most 
cases  the  child  was  cared  for  by  relatives.  All  are  specially 
visited  by  the  Health  Visitors.  4 grants  in  cases  where  no 
paternity  order  was  possible  have  been  allowed  by  Voluntary 
Societies.  The  Health  Committee  allowed  17/6  per  week  up  to  a 
maximum  sum  of  £15  in  two  cases  where  the  mothers  agreed  to 
go  to  a Diocesan  Home  for  training.  The  Committee  also  paid 
maternity  fees  in  suitable  cases.  The  other  recommendations  of 
Circular  2866,  para.  5,  were  carried  out. 

Premature  Infants. 

Space  is  provided  on  the  birth  notification  cards  for  the  weight 
of  the  infant  to  be  recorded.  A separate  bedroom  has  always 
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been  arranged  for  the  mother  and  infant.  In  cases  of  serious 
overcrowding,  the  mothers  were  sent  to  a Maternity  Home.  A 
special  cot  is  provided  for  premature  infants.  Both  Health  Visitors 
and  Midwives  pay  special  attention  to  these  cases.  We  have  one 
full-time  Home  Help,  and  three  part-time. 


War-time  Nursery. 

The  War-time  Nursery  has  continued  without  a break 
throughout  the  year.  The  average  attendance  has  been  20  for 
those  under  two  years  and  43  for  those  between  two  and  five.  We 
were  very  sorry  to  lose  the  services  of  Mrs.  Trew  through  ill- 
health.  The  Deputy-Matron,  Miss  Williamson,  has  been 
appointed  Matron  in  her  place.  The  maintenance  of  a full  staff 
has  been  the  chief  difficulty  in  the  smooth  running  of  the  Nursery. 
There  was  an  outbreak  of  measles  in  July  and  August  and  20 
children  were  away.  There  was  a slight  outbreak  of  chickenpox 
in  September,  but  only  4 were  away.  We  have  continued  the 
training  of  students,  the  average  number  being  6. 


Derelict  Families. 

Thirteen  derelict  families  have  been  investigated  by  the  Health 
Visitors.  In  two  cases  the  husband  is  still  serving  in  the  Forces, 
in  two  cases  the  husband  has  left  his  wife.  In  the  other  nine 
cases  the  husband  is  at  home,  and  in  three  of  these  there  were 
definite  signs  of  improvement.  Amongst  the  thirteen  families  there 
are  78  children  of  whom  46  are  under  10  years  of  age.  Four  of 
the  mothers  are  suffering  from  venereal  disease,  and  one  is  men- 
tally sub-normal.  In  one  case  the  source  of  income  is  unascertain- 
able,  in  another  the  income  is  £2/5/0.  In  three  cases  the  income 
is  between  £3  and  £4,  and  in  the  remaining  cases  the  income  is 
£4  or  over. 


* 

Extracts  of  Vital  Statistics  (from  Registrar-General)  for  1944. 

(Thes$  figures  were  not  available  at  the  time  of  the  completion  of 

the  Annual  Report  for  1944). 


Population 

22,930. 

Total . 

Male . 

Female . 

Live 

Legitimate  443 

234 

209  Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000 

Births 

Illegitimate  48 

28 

20  of  estimated  popula- 

— 

— 

tion 

491 

262 

229  21.41 

6 


Total . 

Male . 

Female . 

Still 

Legitimate  18 

11 

7 

Births 

Illegitimate  5 

4 

1 

23 

15 

8 

Total . 

Male. 

Female . 

Deaths 

297 

147 

150  Death  Rate  12.95  of 

. -t  • • 

the  estimated  resi- 
dent population. 

The  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  17.6  and  for  the 
126  Great  Towns  was  20.3  per  1,000  civilian  population. 

The  Death  Rate  for  1944  for  England  and  Wales  was  11.6  and 
for  the  126  Great  Towns  was  13.7. 

The  Maternal  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  : — 
Per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  1.93 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  : — 

Per  1,000  live  births  ”...  ...  46 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA. 

1. — (a)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

Facilities  for  typing  pneumococci  and  for  the  provision 
of  appropriate  type  sera  can  be  arranged  when  necess- 
ary. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  Red  Cross  Ambulance  and  a special  Fever 
Ambulance  are  available,  one  whole-time  and  one 
part-time. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

There  are  two  district  nurses. 

(d)  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic. 

Venereal  Disease  Clinic. 

Tuberculosis  Clinic. 

(e)  Hospitals. 

No  change. 
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2.  (i)  Midwifery  and  Maternity  Services. 

Two  private  nursing  homes  in  Goodwins  Road  take 
three  cases  each.  In  addition,  a home  in  Birchwood 
Street  is  allowed  to  take  two  cases,  and  a home  in 
Saddlebow  Road  may  take  one.  Beds  may,  under 
certain  circumstances,  be  reserved  at  Stow  Maternity 
Home.  The  Public  Institution  provides  three  beds. 
I he  Borough  does  not  provide  a Maternity  Home. 

(ii)  Institutional  Provision  for  Mothers  and  Children. 

No  change. 

(iii)  Health  Visitors. 

There  was  no  fully  qualified  Health  Visitor  during 
1945,  until  Miss  Vincent  was  appointed  on  the  1st  Oct- 
tober . The  work  was  carried  out  by  unqualified 
Health  Visitors,  and  even  so  there  were  several  periods 
when  only  one  Health  Visitor  was  available. 

(iv)  Infant  Life  Protection. 

No  change. 

(v)  Orthopaedic  Treatment. 

At  the  Orthopaedic  Clinic. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


1 . — Water. 


Public  Analyst’s  Laboratory, 
Tenison  Road, 

Cambridge. 


Certificate  of  Analysis. 


Sample  of  Water  labelled  “Town  Water  Supply  No  3” 
received  on  the  7th  February,  1945,  from  H.  G.  Cobbold,  Esq  , 
Borough  of  King’s  Lynn. 


Physical  Characters 
Reaction 


pH  7.5 


Good 


The  Sample  contained  : — 

Chlorine 

Ammonia  (Free  and  Saline) 
Ammonia  (Albuminoid) 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  3 hrs.  at  37°  C 
Nitrates  (expressed  as  Nitrogen)  ... 
Nitrates 

•••  ••• 

Poisonous  Metals  


Parts  per  100,000 


absent 

absent 


0.0014 

0.0010 

0.0383 

0.55 


2.1 
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Bacteriological  Examination . 

Coliform  organisms  absent  in  100  mis. 

Number  of  microorganisms  per  ml.  developing  on  Agar  at 
37°  C = nil. 

Number  of  microorganisms  per  ml.  developing  on  Agar  at 
21°  C = nil. 

Microscopical  Examination  of  Deposit. 

None. 

Total  Hardness  13.8  degrees  (grains  per  gallon) 

Inference. 

The  results  obtained  on  the  analysis  of  this  sample  do  not 
show  any  evidence  of  pollution  with  harmful  organic  or  inorganic 
matter. 

I am  of  opinion  that  this  water  is  fit  for  drinking  purposes. 

(Signed)  S.  GREENBURGH, 

Public  Analyst. 

There  is  a storage  for  about  1,000,000  gallons  at  Leziate 
reservoir.  This  is  sufficient  water  to  supply  the  town  for  24  hours. 
The  water  is  pumped  from  deep  wells  and  comes  from  the  chalk 
and  “ green  sand”  strata.  There  are  two  pumps  in  use  and  a third 
is  being  installed.  There  can  be  very  little  doubt  that  a reserve 
of  water  for  less  than  24  hours  is  running  things  too  close,  as,  if 
there  were  any  accident  to  the  pumps,  the  water  supply  might  fail 
altogether.  A reservoir  large  enough  to  hold  10  days  supply  does 
not  seem  excessive.  The  water  coming  from  Well  Hall,  Sow's 
Head,  and  Gayton  springs  runs  into  the  Gaywood  river.  These 
springs  supply  several  million  gallons  of  water  a day  of  good 
quality.  Unfortunately  it  is  contaminated  at  the  source  and  in  its 
course  in  the  Gaywood  river.  The  question  of  collecting  and  using 
this  water  has  been  frequently  discussed.  It  seems  to  me  that  a 
valuable  supply  of  water  is  being  allowed  to  run  to  waste.  The 
new  houses  fitted  with  bathrooms  and  water  closets  will  require 
extra  water,  and  no  doubt  new  baths  and  water  closets  will  be 
introduced  into  some  of  the  older  houses.  There  is  also . the 
possibility  of  new  industries  coming  to  the  town.  If  a town  is  to 
grow  it  must  have  an  ample  supply  of  water  and  be  prepared  to 
supply  more  people  than  are  living  in  it  at  the  moment.  There 
has  been  no  increase  in  the  population  of  King’s  Lynn  for  many 
years,  and  it  is  certain  there  never  can  be  unless  additional  water 
is  available.  This  must  mean  that  the  natural  increase  of  the  town 
is  prevented,  and  the  younger  people  have  to  seek  work  elsewhere 
and  families  are  thereby  separated. 
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The  Sow's  Head  Spring  alone  produced  li  million  gallons  of 
water  a day  in  1892.  There  must  be  at  least  another  2 or  3 
million  gallons  from  the  other  two  springs. 

2.  — Rivers  and  Streams. 

No  change. 

3.  — (i)  Public  Cleansing. 

No  change. 


Drainage . 

The  sewers  all  discharge  into  the  river  at  low  tide.  The 
sewage  is  washed  back  by  the  incoming  tide  into  the  river,  till 
eventually  it  is  diffused  into  the  sea.  There  is,  of  course,  danger 
of  contamination  of  the  shellfish  in  the  Wash  with  this  method  of 
sewage,  disposal.  It  is  really  an  out  of  date  system,  and  a sewage 
works  is  very  much  needed. 

/ 

Cattle  Market. 

There  is  a large  cattle  market  in  the  centre  of  the  town.  This 
means  that  cattle  have  to  be  driven  through  the  streets.  It  is 
undesirable  to  have  cattle  in  the  centre  of  a town.  A site  for  a 
cattle  market 'outside  the  town  is  needed. 

Abattoir . 

The  question  of  a public  abattoir  is  a matter  for  considera- 
tion. 


(iii)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  done  during  the  year 
under  the  various  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts,  viz. 

1497  Special  complaints  and  special  visits  made. 

226  Informal  notices  and  intimations  served. 

35  Statutory  notices  served. 

7 Notices  fully  completed  according  to  specification. 

Also  : — 


Water  closet  cisterns  repaired  and  renewed 
Smoke  nuisance  abated 
Drains  re-layed  or  repaired 
Drains  cleared 

Inspection  chambers  provided 
Suitable  ashbins  provided  ... 

Dampness  of  walls  remedied 
Manure  heap  removed 
Ceiling  plaster  repaired 
Walls  rendered 


18 

1 

5 

20 

6 

21 

8 

1 

7 

2 
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Stoves  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

House  drains  connected  to  sewer  ...  ...  ...  12 

Defective  chimneys  repaired  ...  ...  ...  2 

Windows  repaired,  renewed  or  made  to  open  ...  ...  8 

Sashcords  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Eaves  gutters  provided  and  fixed  ...  ...  ...  15 

Water  closets  provided  and  fixed  or  repaired,  cleansed 

or  unblocked  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Wall  plaster  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Fireplaces  renewed  and  repaired  ...  ...  ...  3 

Defective  and  dangerous  garden  walls  rebuilt...  ...  2 

Coppers  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  6 

Water  service  pipe  in  yard,  etc.,  provided  or  repaired  ...  7 

New  sink  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sink  waste  gulley  provided  ...  ...  ...  1 

Service  pipes  to  sinks  repaired  ...  ...  ...  3 

Passages  paved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Skirting  boards  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Roofs  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Floorboards  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  19 

Choked  f allpipes  cleared  or  repaired...  ...  ...  7 

Defective  joints  to  W.C.s  repaired  ...  ...  ...  3 

Defective  back  gate  repaired  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  doorstep  repaired  ...  ...  ...  1 

Yard  gulley  cleared  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Jamb  to  W.C.  door  repaired  ...  ...  ...  1 

New  floors  laid  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  3 

Dangerous  chimney  stack  repaired  ...  ...  ...  1 

New  W.C.s  provided  ...  ...  ...  •••  2 

Dangerous  boundary  fences  removed  or  repaired  ...  2 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

W.C.  seats  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  5 

W.C.  pans  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  12 

Lighting  supplied  to  garage  lavatories  ...  ...  2 

Defective  box  gutter  repaired  ...  ...  ...  1 

Factory  lavatories  repaired  and  cleansed  ...  ...  3 

Accumulations  of  refuse  removed  ...  ...  ...  2 

Ice  cream  premises  repaired  ...  ...  •••  2 

Vent  shaft  lengthened  ...  ...  ...  •••  1 

New  chimney  pot  provided  ...  ...  1 

Factory  lighting  improved  ...  ...  ...  •••  1 

Dirty  poultry  house  removed  ...  ...  •••  1 

Ventilation  to  floor  boards  provided... 

Vent  shaft  provided  ...  ...  •••  •••  * 

Copper  chimney  renewed  ... 

Tap  repaired  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  1 


Houses  let  in  Lodgings. 
No  change. 
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Common  Lodging  Houses . 

The  two  common  lodging  houses  were  regularly  visited  and 
found  to  be  conducted  in  a satisfactory  manner. 

Meetings  of  Owners  and  Tradesmen . 

189  meetings  were  held  with  regard  to  defective  houses, 
drains,  etc. 

House  Drains . 

During  the  year  155  drains  were  tested  and  examined.  In  all 
cases  where  defects  were  found  notices  were  served  on  the  owners 
concerned. 

Rats  and  Mice  ( Destruction ) Act,  1919. 

One  ratcatcher  has  been  at  work  throughout  the  year,  with 
satisfactory  results.  Sewers,  Corporation  property,  Almshouses, 
Piggeries,  docks,  ships,  etc.,  private  as  well  as  business  premises, 
have  been  regularly  treated. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs  and  Fleas . 

(2)  Number  of  house  rooms  disinfested  (including  Council 

and  private  houses)  ...  ...  ...  ...  258 

Number  of  premises  and  stores  ...  ...  ...  90 

Schools . 

No  change. 


HOUSING. 

The  Council  have  made  great  efforts  to  deal  with  the  housing 
problem,  which  is  as  acute  in  this  Borough  as  elsewhere.  500 
houses  were  condemned  during  the  Government  five  year  pro- 
gramme, and  1019  houses  and  flats  were  built  between  the  two 
wars,  and  20  transferred  under  the  Norfolk  Reviewal  Act  of  1935. 
It  is  proposed  to  build  another  900  houses.  Plans  for  100  have 
been  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  roads  and  sewers 
have  been  laid  out  at  Gaywood  and  North  End,  and  building  has 
begun.  It  is  also  proposed  to  build  another  60  houses  at  West 
Lynn. 


Built  jor 

Sold  by 

Now 

owned 

by 

Transferred 
to  Council 
under 
County  of 
Norfolk 
Review 

Total 

now 

Scheme. 

Council. 

Council. 

Council. 

Order,  1935. 

Owned. 

1919  Act 

38 

18 

20 

6 h 

1924  Act 

318 

— 

318 

14  > 

1039 

1930—1936  Act 

561  (houses) 

— 

549  (houses)* 

132  (flats) 

— 

132  (flats) 

— ) 

*Two  destroyed  by 

enemy  action. 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS, 

1. — Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses  during  the  year  - 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  420 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose.,.  576 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  included  under  sub- 

head (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  420 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose...  576 


2.  — Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  Formal 

Notices 

Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year:— 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  13 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  ren- 
dered fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil. 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 1 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil. 
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(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  1 1 and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in  pur- 
suance of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936: 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  determined  the  tenement  or  room 
having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(b)  Meat  and  other  Food. 

No  change. 

Slaughter-house . 

(See  Meat  and  other  Food).  928  visits  have  been  made  to 
the  Slaughterhouse  during  the  year. 

Markets. 

No  change.  37  visits  have  been  made  to  markets  during  the 
year. 

(c)  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928. 

During  the  year  25  samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  were  submitted 
for  analysis. 

(d)  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food. 

This  was  carried  out  by  S.  Greenburgh,  Esq.,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S., 
Public  Analyst,  Tenison  Road,  Cambridge. 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


16 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND'  OTHER  DISEASES. 

There  were  no  cases  of  smallpox  in  the  Borough  during  the 
year. 

There  were  36  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  of  whom  26  were  school 
children.  16  of  the  cases  were  removed  to  the  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital.  No  deaths  were  attributed  to  scarlet  fever.  There  were 
4 cases  of  diphtheria,  with  one  death.  There  were  three  cases 
of  puerperal  fever,  but  no  death.  Enquiries  were  made  with  refer- 
ence to  all  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases. 

348  rooms  were  disinfected,  and  2,812  articles  were  treated 
at  the  steam  disinfector. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

Immunisation  continues  to  be  carried  out  at  the  school  clinics, 
the  Welfare  Centre  and  by  private  doctors.  In  1945,  308  children 
under  5 years  of  age  and  36  between  5 and  15  years  of  age  were 
immunised.  53%  of  the  children  under  5 have  been  immunised 
and  60%  of  school  children. 


ANALYSIS  OF  DIPHTHERIA 
FOR  THE  PAST  EIGHTEEN  YEARS. 


Notifica- 

Under 1 to 

5 to 

15  to 

25  to 

45  to 

tions. 

One.  5. 

15. 

25. 

45. 

65. 

Deaths 

1928 

221 

25 

154 

28 

14 

— 

12 

1929 

80 

— 14 

51 

11 

3 

1 

8 

1930 

86 

16 

62 

3 

3 

2 

10 

1931 

28 

— 7 

12 

4 

3 

2 

4 

1932 

19 

— 4 

9 

3 

3 

— 

2 

1933 

3 

— 1 

, 2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1934 

5 

— 1 

3 

— 

1 

— 

2 

1935 

12 

— 2 

6 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1936 

11 

2 

7 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1937 

16 

— 2 

8 

2 

4 

— 

— 

1938 

44 

— 7 

31 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1939 

15 

— 2 

13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1940 

33 

9 

21 

2 

1 

— 

3 

1941 

23 

1 5 

14 

1 

2 

— 

— 

1942 

7 

— 3 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1943 

16 

— 3 

8 

4 

1 

— 

1 

1944 

8 

— 1 

4 

3 

— — 

— 

— 

1945 

4 

— 1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 
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The  following  cases  were  admitted  into  the  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital  during  1945,  viz.  : — 

16  cases  of  scarlet  fever. 

2 cases  of  tonsilitis. 

4 cases  of  diphtheria. 

4 cases  of  mumps. 

1 case  of  chicken  pox. 

1 case  of  german  measles. 

2 cases  of  measles. 

1 case  of  glandular  fever. 

2 cases  of  erysipelas. 

1 case  of  jaundice. 

Of  these  9 were  soldiers  and  airmen  from  various  camps 
surrounding  King’s  Lynn. 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 
NOTIFIED  DURING  1945. 


Cases  Notified  in  King’s  Lynn. 


NOTIFIABLE 
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Scarlet  Fever  ... 

36 

— 

7 

26 

3 
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Diphtheria 

4 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

1 

Pneumonia 

24 

3 

12 

5 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

6 

Whooping  Cough 

56 

7 

29 

15 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3 

— 

i 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary)  ... 

18 

— 

1 

1 

6 

6 

4 

— 

— 

1 

Tuberculosis  (other  forms)  ... 

6 

— 

2 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

4 

Erysipelas  

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

3 

2 

— 

Chicken  Pox  ... 

51 

— 

4 

47 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Scabies  ,,,  •••  ••• 

117 

1 

16 

76 

9 

12 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

233 

15 

112 

101 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

3 

3 

Jaundice  

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meningitis  

1 

1 

— 

Malaria 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Polio-myelitis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Totals  ... 

563 

30 

h 

184 

Ill 

28 

30 

11 

3 

29 

12 

Tuberculosis.  New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1945. 
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Source  of  Water  Supply. 

No  change. 

Port  Sanitary  Regulations,  1933. 

No  change. 


Health  Visitor’s  Report  for  1943. 


To  the  Council  of  the  Borough  of  King’s  Lynn . 


Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending  31st 
December,  1945. 

During  that  period  we  have  paid  the  following  number  of 
visits : — 


To  children  under  one  year — First  visits 
Total  visits 

To  children  between  1 — 5 years 

To  expectant  mothers — First  visits 
Total  visits 

Post  Natal 


455 

1330 

1431 

27 

114 

1.4 


Number  of  Foster  Mothers — 1. 
Number  or  Foster  Children — 1. 
Number  of  visits  paid — 16. 


Expectant  Mothers. 

As,  for  the  greater  part  of  1945,  there  was  only  one  Health 
Visitor  in  the  Borough,  it  was  decided  not  to  escort  mothers  to 
Stow  Maternity  Home.  They  were  advised  to  make  their  own 
arrangements,  and  this  system  worked  well.  Three  expectant 
mothers  went  to  Stow,  9 to  the  Public  Assistance  Institution,  and 
25  to  the  General  Hospital,  owing  to  complications  in  pregnancy. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics. 

102  sessions  were  held  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre. 


Immunisation  Clinics. 

Arrangements  were  the  same  as  for  1944.  92  children  were 

immunised. 
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Ante-natal  and  Post-natal  Clinics. 

These  were  held  once  a week.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year 
attendances  showed  a slight  increase.  There  were  311  ante-natal 
attendances  during  the  year,  and  5 post-natal. 

The  big  drop  in  the  visits  paid  in  1945  as  compared  with  1944 
was  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  getting  Health  Visitors. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

M.  L.  VINCENT. 


In  conclusion,  I would  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Mem- 
bers of  the  Health  Committee  for  the  assistance  they  have  given 
me  and  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  work  done  by  the  staff 
of  the  Public  Health  Department  during  the  past  year. 

I remain,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Very  faithfully  yours, 


james  w.  McIntosh, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


i 


( 


t 


